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                                                                  Dedication     

Green Edge to Cold Edge is lovingly dedicated to my wife Moyra, whose extensive, detailed and 

painstakingly accurate research into Holgate ancestry has made this family-focused view of aspects of 

local history possible. 

Moyra’s ability and determination to uncover and unravel, to connect and to match-up and to cross-

reference and to cross-examine a mammoth tangle of facts, figures, falsehoods and false leads has 

never ceased to amaze. Rewardingly and importantly the outcomes of her research have not only 

provided vital and sometimes surprising information, but also have provided a valuable structure that 

runs parallel to the course of social, religious, economic, political and industrial history of both the era 

and the area. 

In essence Green Edge to Cold Edge is just as much the product of Moyra’s research as it is the product 

of the writer’s task in linking the content that constitutes the text.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘In the latter part of the seventeenth century, the parish (of Halifax) was a community of the middling 
sort: a relatively large and loosely defined congeries of independent rural artisans and small 
landowners which shaded up to a few substantial yeomen on one hand and down in to the ranks of 
the simple clothiers on the other. This community was a relatively prosperous one; its extensive rural 
textile industry (usually supplemented by pastoral farming) provided many of the parish’s inhabitants 
with a degree of modest independence, an independence they carried over to other aspects of their 
lives’.  
(J. Smail, The Origins of Middle Class Culture: Halifax, Yorkshire 1660-1780, p 222) 
 
 
 
 



Green Edge to Cold Edge 
 

P
ag

ei
i 

                                                                            Table of Contents  

                Preface ......................................................................................................................... iv 

                Holgate Family Ancestors: 1723-1964 ........................................................................... v 

                Upper Section of Warley Township: Halifax (1892) Holgate dwellings 1725-1964 ....... vi 

                National and International Events .............................................................................. vii 

 

                Green Edge to Cold Edge 

                Green Edge and Cold Edge – home to John Holgate (1791-1860) .................................. 1 

                War with France............................................................................................................ 2 

                The ‘golden age’ for handloom weavers – John Holgate (1725-1815) yeoman clothier 2 

                The Industrial Revolution .............................................................................................. 5  

                Lower Green Edge – family tragedy .............................................................................. 7 

                Holgates and Greenwoods .......................................................................................... 10  

                Lower Green Edge 1807 – changes to the family structure ......................................... 12 

                Orphan pauper apprentices ........................................................................................ 14 

                John Holgate and Ann Clay ......................................................................................... 18 

                Withins and Haigh Cote – a double tenancy................................................................ 20 

                Haigh Cote to Withins – a disputed right-of-way ........................................................ 25 

                Withins – a curious anomaly in the name ................................................................... 25 

                Moorland mills – their local impact ............................................................................ 28 

               The dual-economy – a ‘buffer’ against economic downturns ...................................... 31 

                Factory reform – what price on life? ........................................................................... 32 

                Self-sufficiency – a better way of life .......................................................................... 34 

                Right of Turbary – a valuable benefit .......................................................................... 37 

                Handloom weaving – a decline in income ................................................................... 38 

                Sarah Holgate and Jonas Wormald ............................................................................. 39 

                William, John and Joseph Holgate - woolcombers ...................................................... 40 

                The two families of Joseph Holgate ............................................................................ 42 

                John Holgate and Grace Crossley ................................................................................ 43 

                Ann Holgate – her essential role as wife and mother.................................................. 49 

                A domestic triple-economy ......................................................................................... 53 



Green Edge to Cold Edge 
 

P
ag

ei
ii

 

                Mill dependency – the dismantling of family life ........................................................ 54 

                A life purpose in common ........................................................................................... 55 

                Protest, activism and reform....................................................................................... 58 

                The Plug Plot ............................................................................................................... 60 

                Cold Edge – a moorland hot-spot ................................................................................ 61 

                Opportunities for farmers ........................................................................................... 62 

                Economic depression .................................................................................................. 63 

                John Holgate – carter .................................................................................................. 64 

                Millstone grit – a stone for the industrial age ............................................................. 65 

                Fly delves – a hive of industry ..................................................................................... 65 

                1857 – a quite extraordinary year for chapel and church ............................................ 71 

                Luddenden Valley – a proposal for building a railway ................................................. 73 

                John Holgate – fatal accident and the end of an era ................................................... 75 

                Jonathan Holgate – a life in marked contrast to his brother John ............................... 76 

                Wilfred Holgate and Agnes Waldron ........................................................................... 80 

                A man of ‘the Dean’ and a man of the moors ............................................................. 82 

                Cold Edge – delving for stone ...................................................................................... 84 

                William Holgate and Sarah Greenwood ...................................................................... 85 

                Anthony Holgate and Sarah Ellen Greenwood ............................................................ 94 

                The farm at Knowl....................................................................................................... 98 

                Upper Calder Valley – over 700 years of continuous settlement............................... 101 

 

                End Piece………………………………………………………………………………………………………………105 

                Sources of reference……………….…………………………………………………………………………….106 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Green Edge to Cold Edge 
 

P
ag

ei
v

 

                              Preface 

‘Where thu’s muck thu’s brass’. This northern observation of a fundamental truth was uttered from 

many northern lips in response to a plainly obvious consequence of the factory based industrialization 

of textiles in the North of England. Industrial grime equated with wealth. More and more new money 

was being made from more and more ‘pollutant making’ new businesses. 

Arguably, 1780 to 1860 were the key years in the revolution of the textile industry in the North. Less 

arguable is the location of the key area in which the industrial revolution in the manufacturing of 

textiles took place - the Pennine hills and river valleys of Yorkshire and Lancashire. In this region, in 

this era and in the following decades, reputations were made and great wealth created.  

Reputations and wealth arose from the grime. Yet in the eighteenth century and in the earlier years of 

the nineteenth century there was little ‘muck’ to speak of. The first textile mills were water-powered. 

Pollution was not a factor. But as the years passed by the situation began to change. Increasingly over 

time ‘muck’ became the operative word. Steam-powered, smoke-belching factories saw to that. 

Creating ‘muck’ was indeed making ‘brass’. However, this came at a cost – a human cost. Often ‘brass’ 

was made on the back of pitiful, wretched families who spent their days slaving in dangerous and 

dreadful factory conditions; families who meanwhile were struggling daily to survive in densely 

overcrowded, filthy, obnoxious, disease-ridden town slums. This, for masses of textile workers, was 

the tragic human consequence of ‘brass’ being made from ‘muck’. 

And yet human misery was not entirely synonymous with the age of soot-blackened chimney stacks. 

Sadly it had already existed in the industrialised years preceding the expansion into steam-powered 

technology. Human misery had already been a very evident feature in many of the water-powered 

textile mills. Here too, the creation of wealth had depended on the human ‘work-horse’. Here too, 

many unfortunate families had, by force of circumstance, been subjugated to intense hardship, 

poverty, cruelty and deprivation. Indeed, from the very beginning of the revolution in industrial 

practice, it was always going to be a case of ‘the haves’ and ‘the have-nots’. After all, a capitalist 

society is built upon such eventualities; regrettably exploitation is imbedded within capitalism.  

It was always going to be the masses of operatives who made the ‘brass’. It was always going to be 

the owners who spent it. But the really depressing reality concerning the saying, ‘Where thu’s muck 

thu’s brass’ was the sheer excess of human agony, that went alongside it. In truth, the appalling, 

inhumane consequence of making ‘brass’ - the suffering and despair of so many trapped and 

vulnerable people - is a truly shameful stain on the remarkable history of Britain. 

It is against this backdrop that much of the following account has been written (page 1 to 105). 
It is alongside national and international events that local development took place (page vii). 
It is within the geographical context of the upper section of Warley township (Halifax) where most 
incidents and happenings occurred – particularly in, around and between the two distinctive localities 
known locally as Green Edge and Cold Edge (page vi). 
It is in focusing upon six generations of direct-line ancestors – principally the life of John Holgate 
(grandfather x4) - that the story of human experience unfolds (page v). 

                         Ron Holgate       (November 2012) 
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                                               Holgate Family Ancestors:    1723 – 1964 

            

John Holgate (1725-1815) 
Sarah Whitehead (1723-1801) 

A simple overview of the five generations of ancestors that preceded Wilfred and Agnes 

Holgate (grandparents). All six generations of direct-line ancestors were born, lived and 

worked within the upper section of Warley township – a time-span in excess of 240 years.  

Jonathan Holgate (1764 – 1807) 

Wilfred Holgate (1884 - 1964) 
Agnes Holgate (1888 - 1964) 
 

Sarah Ellen Greenwood (1866-1920) 

Ellen Hellewell ( 1813 - ?? ) 

Grace Thomas (1838 - ??) 

Grace ? (1768 - 1855) 

Richard Thomas (1808 – 1885) 

Richard Thomas (1774 – 1849) 

John Greenwood (1839 –1901) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Garforth (1765 – 1801) 

Sarah Holgate (1790 – 1860) 

Jonathan Holgate (1764 – 1807) 

Sarah Greenwood (1820-1898) 

Thomas Greenwood (1783 –1856) 

1856) 

John Holgate (1791 – 1860) 

Ann Clay (1794 – 1868) 

Anthony Holgate (1859 – 1919) 

Martha Farrar 

James Clay 

William Holgate (1816 -1869) 

Elizabeth (Betty) Garforth (1765 – 1801) 
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Upper section of Warley Township: Halifax (1892) – Holgate (direct-line) dwellings 1725-1964  

      

0.25 mile 

Holgate family (direct-line) dwellings marked as 

        Height 
           Upper Heys 
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                                                National and International Events:     1760 – 1870 

The time-line, National and International Events: 1760–1870, provides a flavour of events that 

occurred in the world at large. The list begins in 1760, nine years prior to the invention of the steam-

engine and concludes in 1870 at a time when the great steam powered industries were well 

established and were already bringing environmental changes to planet earth.  

Although the list is selective, limited in number and heavily weighted towards Britain it nevertheless 

covers a range of aspects including discovery, invention, health, education, transport, sport and the 

arts. Parliament, the monarchy, military conflict, protest and social factors also have their reference 

points. And it is such reference points that perhaps provide a small insight into the bigger world 

picture whilst focusing on developments in the Parish of Halifax and on local events and every-day 

community happenings in the upper section of Warley Township. 

1760:    George II dies. 
1761:    George III crowned. 
1763:    James Hargreaves invents the ‘spinning jenny ‘– greatly accelerates cotton spinning. 
1769:    James Watt patents the ‘steam engine’. 
1770:    Captain James Cook claims Australia for Britain. 
1771:    Encyclopaedia Britannica first published. 
1775:    American War of Independence begins – first battle with British troops at Lexington.  
1776:    America declares its independence from Britain. 
1779:    World’s first iron bridge completed at Coalbrookdale by Abraham Darby. 
              Samuel Crompton invents the ‘spinning mule’ – enables the machine production of fine yarns. 
1785:    Introduction of the power-loom – heralds the start of the mechanised textile industry. 
1787:    Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) founded by a Yorkshire sportsman Thomas Lord. 
1789:    Revolution in France – ‘Storming of the Bastille’ in Paris. 
              Mutiny of the ship’s crew on HMS Bounty. 
1793:    France declares war on Britain – William Pitt’s Tory government jolted into action. 
1796:    First ever vaccination – Edward Jenner injects cowpox fluid to prevent smallpox. 
1799:    Parliamentary Combination Acts – trade unionism made illegal. 
              Income tax first introduced – to fund Britain’s war with France. 
1800:    Great Britain and Ireland united by the Act of Union. 
1802:    Anglo-French peace treaty signed. 
1803:    Britain declares war on France – peace treaty had been constantly violated by Bonaparte. 
1801:    First ever census undertaken in British Isles – over 9 million people in England and Wales. 
              Formation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
              The ‘Union Jack’ unfurled – incorporating the Irish cross of St. Patrick. 
1804:    Parliamentary concern regarding the use of children as young as four to sweep chimneys. 
              Trevithick’s steam locomotive first to be employed on a permanent track railway. 
1805:    Battle of Trafalgar – French fleet destroyed. Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson killed in action. 
1807:    Slave-trading abolished.  
1811:    ‘The Luddites’ - textile workers protest against low pay and unemployment (ends in 1816). 
1812:     Fleet Street, London is the first street in the world to be lit by gas lamps. 
1815:     Battle of Waterloo – Wellington defeats Napoleon in one of the bloodiest battles ever fought. 
               Napoleon Bonaparte exiled for life to the island of St. Helena. 
1816:     Invention of the stethoscope.  
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1818:     First successful blood transfusion – by British obstetrician James Blundell. 
               Mary Shelly writes the gothic horror story Frankenstein. 
1820:     George III dies. 
1821:     George IV crowned.  
               Michael Faraday invents the electric motor. 
1823:     Rugby football invented. 
1824:     Repeal of the Combination Acts – trade unionism once again legal. 
               The National Gallery opens in London. 
 1825:    World’s first commercial passenger steam railway opens – Locomotion No 1 completes    
               journey from Stockton to Darlington. 
1829:     Robert Peel sets up first police force – in London.  
               Britain declares sovereignty over Australia.  
 1830:    George IV dies. William IV crowned. 
 4000 miles of canals now completed since first Parliamentary Canal Act of 1759. 

Parliamentary Beer Act - £2 licence enables anyone to open a beer house. 35,000 new public 
houses opened by 1833.  

1832:     Parliamentary Reform Act – now 658 MP’s, but only one in five adult males eligible to vote. 
               Cholera epidemic kills over 20,000 people – until 1817 cholera had been confined to India but 
 had spread to Europe along the trade routes 
1833:     Slavery abolished throughout the British Empire.  
               Parliamentary Factory Act – first effective act to regulate child labour in textile mills.  
1834:     New Poor Law Act – restricts outdoor relief in favour of parish workhouses.                             
               House of Commons destroyed by fire. 
1836:     Issac Pitman invents shorthand writing.  
1837:     Victoria crowned Queen of Great Britain and Ireland – aged 18. 
1838:     First steamships cross the Atlantic – the Great Western and Sirius. 
 Michael Faraday discovers secret of electricity. 
1840:     Britain declares sovereignty over New Zealand. Queen Victoria marries Prince Albert.  
               ‘Penny Post’ established – first adhesive stamp was the ‘penny black’.  
1841:     Census reveals more than 16 million people registered in England and Wales. 
1842:     Boys and girls under 10 and women prohibited from working in mines. 
               First operation using ether to anaesthetise the patient. 
1845:     First iron hull ship to cross the Atlantic – S.S. Great Britain.  
               Irish potato famine (repeated in 1846). 
1846:     Repeal of the ‘Corn Laws’ – heavy import duties removed.  
               Abandonment of Britain’s self-reliance on food –begins to build up industrial power instead. 
1847:     10 Hour Factory Act – employment limited to 10 hours per day and 58 hours per week. 

The Communist League founded in London by Karl Marx, Friedrick Engels and Stefan Born. 
1848:     ‘The Year of Revolution’ - revolution engulfs all of Europe outside of Britain and Russia. 
1849:     Major cholera epidemic. 
1851:     The Great Exhibition held in Hyde Park, London – celebrates Britain’s industrial achievements.  
1854:     Second major cholera epidemic – bringing total deaths in Britain to over 100,000.               
1855:     First rubber condom. 
1858:     The London ‘great stink’ – drastically highlights the problems of industrial pollution. 
1870:     Elementary Education Act – gave birth to the English education system. Schooling was made 
               compulsory (5-12). Mostly part-time. Only free to the poor. Took 10 years to fully implement.  
               The germ theory of disease finally established by Louis Pasteur and Robert Koch. 
 


